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The strongest collection yet from this widely praised poet is about the central players in our lives,

our relationships over timeâ€”between mother and son, mother and daughterâ€”and how one

generation of relationships informs and shapes the next.The opening sequence, â€œManhood,â€•

looks at the insular world of baseball, shedding light on the complexities of gender, boyhood, and

coming-of-age. The poet captures the electrifying, proud language of baseball talk, channeling the

tone and approach of the young men she observes as a mother, and bringing poignancy and

deeper understanding to the transaction between herself and the young men she sees growing into

adulthood. â€œAmerican Comedyâ€• is a sonnet sequence about the absurdities and realities of

modern domestic life, while figures in literature are the players in â€œInterlude.â€• The final section,

â€œThe Players,â€• becomes a forceful and searing revelation about the legacy of generations.Â 

Exploring the nature of attachment on many levels, The Players brings us Jill Bialosky at her best, in

poems that find a new language to describe the rich and universal story that is modern motherhood.
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Awesome book!

Misleading title.

I found this to be a beautiful book of poems. It flows like an unforgettable novel. Each poem is an

emotional communication of the modern family experience and self-growth. Love, loss, hope and



letting go as a parent. Honest stories of mothers, fathers, and children growing into their own

authentic selves.A treasure. Recommend to all

I found myself reading this book in big eager chunks. Binge reading. Itâ€™s a book about boys and

baseball, men and women. I gobbled the book quickly, and can't wait to read it again.
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